
SADDEST CHRISTMAS SEASON EUROPE HAS EVER KNOWN
Depths of Sacrifice Reached Since the

First Eager Throb of the War
Spirit a Year Ago

- t1 TORY may MM mid victory I dishes. Kvery one. rich or poor, has
mo. but no futnr Mmki I Hursmbsri singer cake, its shiny

V or defeats can evf soften far !!!?52 ' !
and raisins, and Willi tin- - word

Eurm the nwmwy or tt,i wK "Wathiwohtm" and the rear wortrad
Christ ItlSS ' lSi snuuest out in pink and whltn frustum. Sltol-,h- e

bM evff known. Pride In the SOti of plum cake, nnd many
. , i. ik. a wmi biscuits of various share and

nre'fMH ano mini 10 mr muiir eim- - -
. . . slscs are all Indispensable parts of

mm WW on" h" WMTtti peoples UlH ft,HM

in their Sgaltsttloa of sacrifice. BM Bui in Germany thin year Chrlst--
CMIetflMU OhrlMHMMf the feiift of mns, the happy. simple Christmas of

,1,. tome and of the family Malta- - hOBM '""1 family. Will be hut a
, - pal" shadow of itself. There an. few

n . ' "r'"w' " "orrow families that are not separated t,y the
gt the lreft Individual, remains, war. There are few homes that are

It ! a very different enristma Ku- - not hereft. There tire none whore the
rope ; appfoachlM (Ml year from exigencies of mllluiry regulation will
tifit of a V"ar ago. Then the shock no, curtail or absolutely prohibit the

excitement of the beginning of heivert Christmas customs,
lie war wer still tingling. In F.ng- - (lermany has met the demands of

Mad ti.e queMo 'f muntoions is to- - necessity without falterinif. Sho pub-,n- y

of no less Importance to the pop- - llshes proudly to the world that her
:,ar mind than, a year WTO, ,WOa tbO I scientists have developed n nutritive

nlvsorMn question of getting a plum1 flour made from straw, a satisfactory
pudding every man In the trenches, nutter derived from sunflower seeds, a
T ,..r was still talk of the Kaiser's nutritious dish rich In food values
illoiai la Purls, and dlSOUSSlofUl ns to ntade from wood boiled nnd ohemi-shic- li

ruler should lend the triumphant cally treated. Without murmur of
Miles in procession through fnter dissent she dentes herself the crusty

den Linden. rolls, the whipped cream and the
Victory seemed n much simpler mat- - swcei cakes that her very soul love.s.

Hf a year ' th:n II does j But even this aplrlt fullers at the
Betty admitted then that victory ; prospect of a Christmas without
would ba bought only with sorrow andl-- for the Christmas tree or
iad tarrlflca. Now every one knows. without Lebkuclien. And that Is the
gtfh the hard know,ede of expert- - Christmas that Germany la facing. It
enee, that vlflnry will be bonirht only g "Hamlet" with HamWt left out.
irlth sorrow iieapeu on now .... , . . randies rd
..icrifioe heaped on aaonnoa. k is tnu
KQOWledgf borria In on every home.
neve exalted or however humble.

cakeR one, whether
at the The mMWN

overnliehned with paekuKee of
hat make the Christmas celebration chrWmM sweets. Kvery dllfl6ut
r 111! ID . ssnwsi ,.vpry hl,mll pro ,f rMtPT , thf. lon(

of aorroW. line of trenches was any with hlar.un
Of all the wurto f'Jf" Chrlatmaa tree,, in Munich the

main theinoat to dler (oa) we pnt for ,

on , e w. - -- - gj ,he cemeter.es on hundreds naW:al.M.stnmaf ff ' fJ arave, twinkled the Kghta of'
' ZT " tt.--I MtUa Chrlatmaa trees, the aaddeat,Chilstma. There is 72lermanC.e ...,'ra"'t "rht ,n Omany.

rtrad lender and appeal ng sentiment
thai t typical of a.i that is best In I But thi" T wl,h rtiortata of
the character Th Whole fits In her food BOPPiy so severe as
aortd la Indebted to Qermany for tin '" imand serious attention n the
rhrittnas tree and for nuuiv of the Part of the tlovernmeut. there is In

murt deltghtful of the Christmas sto- - Germany no butter or milk for the
rfet and customs that Americana have Cbrlatmaa cakes, no taNaw or wax

fnr the Christmas candles. Toaa their own. The flermnn mar.y
DtrlsUnaa is day for the h.nne, the people this little homely deprivation

. and the children, with its verv win ,,rlft" realization of the aeverl- -

raatn endeared by generationa of ties of war mora vtvld and mora com.
tradition. palling than even the s'.pht of the fas:

The exact origin of the Christmas growing graveyards. With a million!"I
withtre its siKn'.tic.mc" religious

. , . n r.efsjilT- - r..l.'.'' li.r ,l..ur...r .luv'r.'jc.v.ti are no; very i ' m ...

historical mention of It is contained
the notes of a certain rltlMen

natna who but sad and
ikiM wrote, "At they set
up r trees the pariore "f st..s-h.i- c

and nils' thereon pane cut out

plenty every
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its dearest symbols, Humph ..f
can this Christmas of 111"

mtasburg of unknown in anything a sorrowful
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feasi homes of German
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In OirUtmas' celebra- -

e. tiMiiiv colored pa; rs, apples, wafers, ure as varied ns the races and
goM foil, sweets, Jr " There :s no fallglona that make up that great
record of lighted oandtea unttl :. looaaly knit empire. Where the Oraah

Cntll ihe nineteenth century the church praralla tbe celebration occurs
Chrisunaa tree was still a novelty and g fortnight later tlmn ours; that Is. on
(luxury. Then, however, it became a January 7. it Is accompanied by fcas-- -

Meeaalty. No Oerman was tis poor' ing and by various hv-s- l customs.
o' too lonely have hN Christmas glovaca of Bohemia and Moravia have
tr-- " With Ita liKhte.i tapers No curious Christmas usages In which
tnjggiing emigrant in a foreign land, stijiertitltion has entirely triumphed

r." huttihle sail-- r on the Kh ?ni but over religious significance.
haa instmas eve came around set This la the great day of the year

Up ii tiny trev. decorated it as best he when the peasant appeases uil n- -
Mald, and by the light of Its llicker- - visible world Of sidrlts. 'n the after- -

int amiles feasted till the love of ,, 0f 'iiristmas eve the whole
acme ana iniiieriun'i um ins soui household marches In Solemn prooes.
tantalniHl slon to the stables and cow houses

Th present war Christmas re- - carrying bread, salt and beans. These
tails i of the Crimea. A few offered to the animals with certain
Merman soldiers with the foreign le- - hallowed words, and great " the n

In the trenches before Sehasiopol may if any or any chicken is In-- el

up a Chriatmaa tree. lis lights different the offering.
huUNd up and drew the Ruealan fire. u,,trninK tn th hmiJI tJl, pgranUv.ry man In the group around it pprlnklB a;l ,h(liT ,lrirnurrird daugh- -
was killed, but the tree itself was tin- - . with sweetened with honey,
touched and still twinkled merrily tin- -

;n.M,.;nK ,hPItl hnPt, good tam- -
til It was hastily pulled down and ex- - v,,,h,.,i Tk. ..i!r. emi.
tirsu.i'ie.i by lha Rnglleh aoldlara. then of native

Th real German Chilwtinns cele- - )iltuor distilled from plums. A smal
hr.'t ..- occurs on I'hrisUnas eve quantity of this Is 'hen poured on the
Akoul t o'clock dinner is served, door to conciliate lUcta other siplrt.s aa
tn elaborate and hearty feast, consist- - may have been overlooked. Kvery one

i of n long series of traditional then fails on the Christmas feast with-rne- s

all euten In a state of wild ex- - out ceremony.
Henwnt, During this meal the Krist-Un- d
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But this year war has reached to
remote ano1 blighted even

sm Christmas celebrations
The men of the families are all

...ne. and
Irj and Claua. old remain. will no
represented country districts bleaalng this year, for

n.w
toes

one
foi

mo

ure no k.n.- - to bless. .Ill have
since an to supply the army, nie

.ft ihe children', dletrlbut- - will ba no Chriatmaa feasting, food
and was long 'ifo reduced to the smallest

qunntlt) that sustain life. And
day. In every village, the list of

Witt shetl the doors are into the widowed and orphaned grows
hs Christinas room where the lighted longer and longer.
in has the place of The tree Vienna is known aa s gay.

always placed near a window so hearted its observ
hat rsry passerby can se and share ance Is nrdlnax.ly a happy comhlna- -
t. A n throuah deserted

si rest r of town
I Christmas a

latul.
clear.

if

allvovltaa, a
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h simple

Ions'
is

will
every

opened

honor.
la Chriatmaa

Hon of religious ceremony and Ten- -

utile good cheer. But this year the
rilllant midnight masses will ba at- -

memory ofChrlstmaa cheer nnd spirit tended by black robed mourners and
can never be fornotten. there will be no good Cheer In Vlcnnu.

!:" o' look the family Is ready to There are few people who will deny
' again, a llht supper Including that the saddest figure In EJurope

mnrs of the traditional Christmas day Is Francis Joseiih of Anuria, not

6

Hg sa irHTmJ BBPrtsc sagsl Bajjsnl
wk

Kranvls losvph llmperor. but
Francis Joaeph tne man. last of his
generation, stricken ii every personal
relation clinging blindly to a burned
out Ufa, not for the sake of living, but
for tear .d ihe ofton repeated predic-
tion that when he dies the power of
Austria will die with htm. No widow
bare ft .f her son. no fatherless child
In tie war mule orphanages of
Prance, need envy the Chriatmaa of
the old man i:. the palace of the liof-bur-

a feast will be spread for him,
lights will blaae on a Chriatmaa tree
before his age dimmed eyes, a punctil-
ious court will pay him every per-
functory honor but no one In the
world ;ii he so . nely or so sad on
Christ mas Day as Ve.

The Chriatmaa eelabraMon in ail thi
countrlea where the Greek Orthodox I

Church prevails are much the same.
As the holiday itself is preceded by a
severe fast the Chriatmaa feast takes

'on a highly important character. In
mtin-- . parts nf Ruaala, i specially hi the
cities, the gift hung Chriatmaa tree1
has been borrowed from lha Germans,
while a puddl ig oi ric ami ralslna is
the faaturi of the Chriatmaa eve feast,

' from hts fenat haa now bean taken
Its crowning glory, the vodka bottle,

By this lack. If by nothing el-- e. will
tin war be felt in every i asatit home
In Ruaala, I ntll laat year it was a
poor Chriatmaa feaat thai did no!
leave moat ot Its participants ahso- -

lutely paralysed from drink, But
vodka Is no longer I ba had m Itus-si-

and the priests who on Christmas
Day nmke the rounds of the homes In
their parishes murmuring blessing and
Sprinkling holy water will this year
find fewer Insensible people to accept
their ministrations.

Santa Ctaus in the trenches. German soldiers in an underground barracks
exchanging gifts.
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i lirlsimas . In Uussian communi-
ties is accompanied by much becglng
and in the trees
M.iskers no about asking each other
; r money and sweetmeats, while
street urchins eagerly offer their ser- -

vlcea to ilng praises of Christ in front
of the different dwellings

In only one other part of Europe
has the heel of war pressed so hard
as in Kuaalnn Poland: in ..niy ne
Other place has the lard been so

devastated by fierce and cn-llnue- d

fighting; In only one other
place will the season of peaco and
good will Ne such a bitter mockery us
la the hunted and starving; Poles,

And this is In Serbia, poor, brave,
beaten Serbia, with its whole popula-
tion, an enttr" people, fugitive le
fore haled and terribly feared Invad-
ers During three years Serbia has
been swept by Ihree wars, the present
one so rail ntless and so overwhelm-
ing as literally to wipe out the ordi-
nary relationship of the people to life,
They have ceased to have homes; they
bat ceased to possess property; ihay
must burrow In the earth for shelter
and forage for their uncertain food
like wild animals. With her arm)
making a heroic and hopeless stran-
gle, with her people dying with their
fcpirit yet unbroken, the birthday of
the Prlncg f Pease win not i; ce1e
prated this year In Serbia.

The Borrows .f Belgium this year as
compared with laat ore more ,.t' the
stitrit til ill of the flesh. The voice of
Chriatmaa, of peace and good will d"cs
not speak very loud to u captive peo-

ple, With army terribly decimated,
us beloved King ail but driven out of
his own country with it. dally life
subject to the scrutiny and ihe con

Santa in tne war hospital.

Christmas morning Europe.

merrymaking

trol of s stern captor there Is ... room
in Belgium for anj of the old light
hearted Christmas spirit thul used to
show itself in crowded churches for
midnight masses ind gay all nisrht
supp.r parties Belgium waits .is all
Dumps w ilts for the end of the war
waits with faith and hope an.', a de-

termination as gtim n It must be
silent.

Happily ti.e physical condition of the
stricken people is better 'ban hist year.
There Is not the frightful confusion.
the separation of families, the pitiful

and want that went with, the
flight before the Invaders. All relief
measures are better organised. Bel-glu-

is no happier this e.ir than last,
but she Is less cold and hungry.

if nil the outstanding figures of the
great war none arouses more imme-
diate sympathy than that of King rt

of Belgium, sun separated fr.m
his bei.,ed children, with his wife
working In the hospitals like the l urn
blesi of nurses, with his counnv still
held i.y Invaders, tins conilns Christ
mas c.ui brum bun no Joys to dispel
the sorrows t lbs last eighteen
munths.

This soldier Kim." lives n

with his nun. eating their
scant ration, sharing their hardships
Ho and Queen Elisabeth havt su pped
themselves of ever possession ol any
value for the sake of their country.
Hardly a lewel remains of the splen-
did collo lion former! owned h them
liven the beautiful Order of the
Oolden Ri se, sent to (Elisabeth by the
into Dope, the highest decoration the
Vatican can bestow on d a'oman, has
lieen pledged for funds to buy hospi-
tal supplies. it was worth 5,000
and the Ulieetl would not consent to so

largs s sum remaining uii
extremity of her people whs

In tulklng to an American
1st last year King Alberi

nen ine
0 great.
! irnal-oote.- 1

a
comment made on him by a Mew York
nesvapaper when he v. sited this coun-
try in iksv "Tins young man." the
newspaper said, "wilt be the luckiest
King In Rurope. His country Is guar-
antied by th great Powers His Job
will have s small amount of work and
s large amount of pay " The Kinu's
careworn face re ave,', in a sad smile,
the correspondent said, ns he gasedout
over the sodden war scarred fields of
danders. Then slowly he repeated.
"The luckiest K.ng in Kurope."

If the Belgian people ever &ain
have a united 'Mi rls Unas they will
tin, i themselves with many new holi-

day ideas, a tree twinkled In every
place that hOUSed a Herman last year.
and though the Belgians will not

their Christmas to be ilermuntsed
yet the trees appealed to them
mightily. Certainly the Christmas
tne woi he much mor snmon
henceforth In Belgium whether the
Hermans thsrs or. pot,

Thousands of refugees waiting in
Rngland until their country Is rs
deemed will bring hack with them
many Idsss of ths Rngllsh holiday.
The young Belgian royal princes, stu- -

denls now lit ISton, spent las' Chile),
mas as guests of l.ord Cursolt. where
they bad their first glimpse "f the
Feasting and Jollity of the English holi-

day season. ,i season IIMst graphically
red charmingly depicted hj Dickens.

t'utii the man :.ig ol' Queen Vic-

toria to the Prince consort Christmas
in Rngland was chiefly n day of
churchgolngi of merrymaking end
of mighty feasting. The Prince

German wounded find their Iron Crosses on the Christ-ma- g

tree. t

Here and There Bright Spots Relieve
the Gloomv Picture and Santa

Visits Hospital and Trench
brought with him from his Oerman
home the customs of the Christmas

j tree and of gift giving. The latter
j has n"i become as iirmiy Intrenched

in England as it is here, but a lighted
tree loaded with decorations mid pres-
ents is established as a pant of every
I'lngiis'i celebration. Christmas deco-

rations of holly and mistletoe, the Cr
emony of the Vule g ami many of
the traditional Chriatmaa fllehea, no
tably the plum pudding, are all owed
to tSnglMh custom.

l.list year was i typical tMBtlng
merry ChrietnuU In Kngland. So far
as t: great muss or t tic people were
concerned the war had not yet moved
them even In their Imaginations. A

few thing had happened lo make
thoughtful people mono thoughtful.
Many families were already in mourn-
ing, nut us yet Rnglleh oampto
eency was untouched. Whoever
lointsd out unpleasant tacts was
dubbed unpatriotic. The greatest in-

terest of the people so Car us the war
eras conoerned seemed, as has isen
said, to get ii plum pudding to every
Kngllehman In Prance and Ftandere.

But it s n aaddar and wlMK Bngland
that approiches rhrlstnias this .ear.
Hundreds of thousands of young Eng-
lishmen have died to make her so.
list year the Luaitavnia wax a Christ-
mas ship. To-da- y she Is o tragic
memory. Iist year the Zeppelins had
not vet disturbed London. T
everv the war every
may have been little more than s
hratlllnt In a newspaper has had R

less,.n in what a powerful
ami resourceful enemy can do even
In a "right little, tight little isUind."
As a further object lesson Rngland
will pay for the raisins for her plum
puddings something like ;a0 jer cent,
mors than she did ;,int year. The war
With Turkey has done that to her.

England has had other black I'hrist- -

mases tuit they wetw further away1
from home. The ChrlSUnoS of IIM
In South Africa was one that she does
ItOt like to reeull, while the terribh
Christmas of 1154, the Christmas of
lbs Crimean war. whan, ns a writer

f the day put It, "Thanks to 'Jen.
things are about as bad a

they can ls." was always a Litter
memory to that generation,

The vear 1U1S has not been n good
year for Kngland. and she knows it.
The knowledge has shattered her com-
placency and has strengthen her
determination. But she is not happy
aliout It and her Christmas
tion will be a fe ist

Christmas in ths Latin countries has
always been more of a feu-- 1

vai than n home celebration, iii Italy
it Is more customary to exchange pres-
ents at New Year s than a. Christmas.
Lighted trees are frequently seen, but
they are the luxury of the prosiierous
and northe habit of the people. The
day before Christmas is more "t an
occasion than the day Itself.

la tha cities of southern Italy booths
are erected Irr certain streets, us be-

fore Raster, for the sale of odds and
ids and aweetmeatsi wheeled traffic

is barrel an i 'he people promenade
slowly up and down, exchanging grec-inge- .

Midnight mass is sold In all : S

churches. In the churches, too, are
exposed the famous cribs, or pres. p.,
i epresentlng scenes of the blrl i i.t..l
infamy of Jesus, ma beginning of
this custom ,s ascribed to st. KVancis
Of Assist.

Although Ugly has heet: in tile SW
le-- s than .i year, she already feels its
pinch. "We call no 'onger have waf-
fles," wrltee an American married in
Daly. "With at 40 cents for
a small handful It is out Of the ques-
tion, l'or ths first time since i can
remember ws will not have a pound
cake for Christmas. The fl"" white
Hour is oil gone."

Christmas ee 's ma great feast ol
the soiismu in Francs. In the prov-
inces it is celebrated with processions

U tiie streets, which wn re originally
religious in character but which l ave
becorns profaned by ths gayety of the
maskers, In Normandy at.u .n Pro-
vence there are elaborate puppet shows
of sci pes In the life .f the .tif.in'
Christ, a", tho street gayety termi-
nates after mass In feasts i'i nil ths
hollies.

in Pari- - (hers are Christmas kii'.is
H.t up in many of the Iwulevardg,
This eur, us (oat, they will be
p. the sale comforts for the
rather than, us iii previous years, '.i
pa and knlokkuaegs.

Palis knows be;;r thr.n 0U) U0
just how black a wartime Christmas
can ;,. she has never forgotten the
Christmas of ihto. Cor ninety-eig- ht

.In v hi the had battered at the
city. Kvery sortie had failed miser-
ably. The tiruii bombardment was

'in Christmas eve hOO men
frosa to death In the tn nohes just '".it-sid- e

the city. On gun lay. Psoember
iiS, R, ii. Washburn, the American
Minister, wrote in his diary:

has a sadder Christmas
dawnel on any city. Cold, hunger,
agony and despair sit enthroned St

very habitation In Pnri.
coldest day of the season it ml the fu
Is very abort and the (lovarnmant lo
had to take l old ..: n I lel quratloi
The magnificent shade tree-- , thai have
for ye ns adorned the tivetiucs of thh
City nie nil likely to no III the vain
strugKie I., stive r"; .n. e. s. says

Jmirnal of i he morning,
"The ttffbrlngs :' the iiam week rv

ceed by fur anything wo have seen
Thm la aoarcety nns meat but iiors.
moat and t he tlovernmenl la rntlonlBg
it oarriea nut Its work with Inpw
tiiiiity. The omnrbtu horse, the cub
horse, the Wt rlc horse, the fancy tior
all go alike In iho m irful proceaaloli
to tiie bub hery shop, the magnlfloeu
Itlo.sieil steed of he Hothechllda by the
Side of the old plug of Ihe CtihtXKUl,

"l'feuh beef, mutton or pork are nos
out of the queet ion. ai itia poultry ye
remains at fkbulnUd price. In walk-
ing through the it in St. Lnsnrc l si
a inludlum slaed gissie and a ulilclten
for sale ii; a shop window. The price
of the guoee was and of the chicken

Hetter. If seems, than any of th
ot ler nations did Kranca rei ii.. from
the baglnring whoi th preacnt war
would me.Mi and, ri I the con.
crated hefatlt utterly, Sue hag mac-ever-

su' ritice. re.it and small, oven
to givlig up the en sty folbl and llgh
white i.re id th I n" as the breath In

her nostrils, When n H'rencbman,
r to whom lYonchTii t without COW

grephlc

.Muddle,

cslebra

religious

charcoal

devoted
soldiers

Hermans

"Never

plaint a grayish broad mode a n.v
ture of wheat and re ami entire I)

lack. ng In golden ' rust lie as indeed
an exulted spirit. H Is a small thing,
perhaps, Put it ,s enormously signifi-
cant.

i.tif Christmas sas n solemn festi-
val in Prance, a million gifts, gifts of
wool, we-- o sent to the men 'u

Ki el v soldier hod a glass of
champagne, But there was no merry- -

making. Mass. s Wl I Mid at open an
altars ergeted hack of the battle lino
In the old church at Thann In Aktan
n Prench Christmas was eelobrated Rot

the tirst time In forty-fo- ur yeiuss, Hut
It was a ce'e'.r.ittoi of prayer, not. of
ic.ioil lag.

Tills year, as hist, ml Inight BUstses
will he said 1n the churches of Pari
but afterward there ntll be no gayety
In the street.s as in former ouits. n"
dancing pierrots and harlequins iea

I inn ths maskers, no tirilllam round of
restaurant - ippets, is beloved revslb
Ion of the Parisian. When it was guv
gsated to Hen. Uolllenl that the pet
tauranta mis it alUweil to remn
open later than usual to yK-- of
little ..f the traditional men viiiihln
he reiilied;

Tieiv will be ': Christmas eeJSbr
tion tn Paris w hile a single Oerms

I soldier remains In Prance."
Bo Pari - on C Istmu i ve will

home through darkened streets with
prayer in her heart for ail those who
ha e died for i''t'in and for all thoi
W ! O mil"! d.e
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